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A good proposal?
Answer depends
on who you ask

GOP optimistic; Democrats worry
about poor, disabled and students

By LARRY MITCHELL
Staft Writer

The responses af Republican and Demaocratic
legislators to Gov. Schwarzenegger's budget plan
Friday were like day and night.

Many Republicans saw a bright day of fiscal
responsibility, fairness and future prosperity.

Many Democrats saw a gloomy night of fiscal
unfaimess, peor children and disabled people cut
off from health care, and students’ training dis-
rupted at community colleges.

Assemblyman Rick Keene, R-Chico, called the

Enterprise-Record
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budget, plan “a balanced
approach to help alleviate the
financial crisis we inherited.”

“This proposal helps us
make certain that the Legisla-
ture never again places Califor-
nia‘s families and our economy
in jeopardy,” said Assembly-
man Doug LaMalfa, R-Rich-
vale.

State Ser. Sam Aanestad, K-
Grass Valley, stated in a news
release, “Tt's a good budget. 1
think it shows the governor has
committed to taking care of the
people of California, providing
the services the taxpavers are
paying for and taking care of
those who really need the help
government can give them.”

State Sen. Jim Brulte, R-
Cucamonga, echoed the senti-
ments of many of his GOP col-
leagues when he praised
Schwarzenegger for proposing
no new taxes. More taxes are
the wrong way to go — they
will only hamper the state’s
economic growth, he said

Demuocratic legislators
declared that Schwarzeneg-
ger's plan would hurt poo
people who depend on Medi-
Cal for health coverage, people
on welfare and students.

The poor and the working

lass cught not 1o take the bur

den of these cuts,” said state
Sen., Deborah Ortiz, [HSacra
menko

The governor said all Cali
fornians should have to bear
same pain in helping the state
out of its budget crisis, said Sen
[z Figueroa, [-Fremont, but
‘the wealthy of California
aren't participating in the sacri
fice as of now.”

Beth Capell of Health Access,
a coalition of consumer groups,

SIDES: GOP and Democrats differ

said the proposed cuts in Medi-

Cal reimbursements would
mean more doctors will stop
accepting such %d}"mEn‘S. and
patients from Butte County
would have to travel to Sacra-
mento for specizlty care, Clinics
that serve Medi-Cal patients
would be cut and certain pub-
lic-health programs for low-
income people would lose

some of their funding.

Fawn Dorman ‘ﬂ‘? Chico, a
single mather with four young
children, told the Enterprise-
Record she was worried about
the impact the budget cuts
might have on her future,

She's studying at Butte Col-
lege to be a social worker. She
relies on government money
for child care for her kids,
whose ages range from 2 to 12
She was heading for Cakland
this weekend for a conference
on parents” rights, sponsored
by Lifetime, a group that advo-
cates for parents on welfare

Dawn Love of Hayward, an
organizer for Lifetime and a
single parent on welfare, said
she gets money for transporta-
tiom, child care and books and
supplies through the Cal Works
program so she can attend
Chabot College. If those funds
are cut, she could have to guit
school, she said.

Love said Lifetime plans 4
rally in the Capitol Monday to
protest proposed cuts,

] Keene said

he wasn't sure
if  child-care
funds through
welfare would
be cut.

Actually, he
said, people
need to

remerber that
what was pro-
posed Friday is
just the first
step. There will !be a lot of dis-
cussion and probably many
changes before a final budget is
developed later this year.

What is needed, said Keene,
who is vice chair of the Assem-
bly Budget Committes, is an
honest and compassionate
exploration of what services
people are entitled ta, what the
state can afford, and who
should be responsible for pay-
ing the costs.



