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Haven, Conn., joined Butte
County residents at & standing-
room-only town hall meetidg on
“welfare reform in the Chico Ciry
Council Chambers on Feb, 22,
Before them was a panel of
local leaders led by Rep. Wally
Herger, R-Marysville, who
chairs the House Ways and
Means Subcommittee on Human
Resources in Washington, D.C.
Herger will play a leading role
in oversesing funding this vear,
a5 Congress reauthorizes the wel-
fare reform program from 1996
known as TANF {Tempaorary
Assistance o Needy Families).
Among other things, TANF cre-
ated work requirements and a
five-year time limit on welfare
benefits. Herger's part makes
Butte County a front line for
national welfare reform activists,
This gathering, organized by
the nonprofit, Oakland-based
group Lifetime, was a chance to
cxpress concems about a system
many believe is in dire need of
improvement,
The crowd’s mood was opli-
mistic and wildlv supportive

throughout the two-hour-plus
meeting, broadeast live on com-
munity radio KZFR.

“We were really pleased with
the turnout,” said Lifetime
Program Specialist Aimes
Fisher, who was in charge of the
event. "Especially the public
comment section. We've already
received a lot of calls and emails
since the meeting,"”

The mesting covered a diverse
range of topics, from personal
testimonials to strategies for
improving TANF reauthorization
a5 presented by local business
experts and financial strategists.

An asserfive young Mew
Haven activist from GROWL
(Grassroots Organizing for
Welfare Leadership), Monica
Maldonade, struck a wild chord
af approval when she mocked
govermment programs on the
East coast that pushed her
toward hygiene and nutrition
classes, sayving she “would rather
have a college degree on my
wall then & marriage certificate.”

Maldonado had traveled more
than 3,000 miles for a personal
audience with Herzer and 1o
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A packed Chico City
Council Chambers was
often struck silent
fast Friday during an
emetional town hall
meeting on welfare
reform—particularly
during the testimoay
of Melissa Gareia, a
Paradise welfare
reciplent whese tale of
physical abusz and &
failed sulcide attempt
tragically [Hustrated
the depths of despair
facing same single
mathers under the
current TANE
legislation,

study the town hall forum in.
Chico to help implement the
same kind of process in big cities
like Chicago and Mew York.

By the end, it was clear that a
number of legitimate concerns
face upcoming reforms and that
it will take & community effort
to gain certain improvements—
and even then there is no safe
bet for funding, especially in the
wake of Sept. 11.

“Most of the American people
support work requirements for
welfare recipients,” said Lifetime
Exacutive Director Diana Spatz.
“We just think that the work of
raising children is valuable and
that programs have to make
sense realistically for mothers
whao are gaing to school and fol-
lowing the rules. Two-thirds of
all welfare recipients are chil-
dren, ... Things like time limits
and child care are major issues.”

The Friday meeting began
with an introduction from second-
term Chico City Councilmember
and attorney Coleen Jarvis, who
noted her own previous experi-

ence as A welfare recinient
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