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Economic protest
staged in Oakland

Iiﬂ‘H_EIIT'I", from Mews 1

slon,” he sald at a news confer-
ence al bureau headquarters in
Suitland, Md.

At the White House, the num-
bers were fodder for President
Bush’s aides o call for enact-
ment of virtually his entire do-
mestic and economic .
from increased involvement in
federal programs by religions
groups lo trade policy to legisla-
tion  lUmiting personal  injury
lawsuits,

“The ecconomy 1s moving in
the right direction.” Bush
spokesman  Scoll  McClellan
sald, “But the president is nol
satisfied, It's importanl o create
the conditions for job growth,
and that's why the president
continues to say that there's
more that we can do,”

Bui two East Bay groups
used the numbers to gquestion
the Bush administration’s prior-
itles, staging an “Economic Red
Alert” protest Friday morning in
fromt of the Ronald V. Dellums
Federal Building in Oalland.

“They want to spend 587 bil-
lton in Irag. Our federal govern-
ment doesn’l even spend that
much on Its own people,” said
Diana Spatz of LIFETIME, an
Oalland group that helps par-
ents on welfare attend college,
Spatz said the government's en-
tire health and human services
budget 15 only $67 hillion.

Spatz said she was not sur-
prised that the numbers show
an increase in poverty. She said
her agency has seem a lot of
people go back on the welfare
rolls after the Sept. 11 attacks
because they lost their jobs,

Census shows
poverty levels
on the rise

For the second year in a row,
maorg Americans wera living
balaw the poverty levil,
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Child poverty rate up

In 2002, 12,1 million chil-
dren were in poverty, or 16.7
percent of all kids, up from 11.7
million, or 16.3 percent, the
previcus yvear. The Census Bu-
rean said the Increase In the
child poverty rate was not slalis-
tically significant.

The estimates, calculated an-
nually by the Census Bureau,
came from a survey of 78,000
households taken in March.
They are the government's offi-
clal measure of income and pov-
erty.

The poverly rale lor blacks
Jjumped from 22,7 percent in
2001 to 24,1 percent In 2002, It
was slightly lower for people
who identified themselves as
being black and some olher
race,
Race-based comparisons
were more difficult this vear be-
cause the Census Bureaw for the
first time allowed survey re-
spondents to report more than
ONE Tace,

Poverly rales remained rela-
tvely unchanged for non-His-
panic whites, Asians and His-
panics, the burean sald,

Median income fell for blacks
and Hispanics but was relatively
unchanged for whites. Income
was higheat among whites and
Aslans,

Incomes also declined signiti-
cantly for foreign-born noncitl-
zens, people living in metropol-
ftan areas and family house-
holds.

The poverty threshold differs
by the stze and makeup of a
houschold.

A separate Censos Bureau
survey released earlier  this
month also showed more people
in the United States lving in
poverty In 2002, along with a
slight increase In median In-
come. But that survey did not
ash as detafled a series of ques-
fions on  people’s  financial
status,

Friday release criticized

Even heforc the data was
made public, House Demaocrats
charged the Bush adminisira-
tion was trying to hide bad cco-
nomic news by releasing the
numbers on & Friday when
people are paying more aiten-
tion to the upcoming weekend.
In previous years, the estimales
were released on a Tuesday or
Thursday. Local poverly experts
also blasted the move,

“I'm really upsel that the
Bush administration seems o
he hiding the numbers., They
seem o0 want 1o hide what's
going on, rather than to address
a problem.” said Kaaryn Gus-
tafson of Oakland’s Women of
Color Resource Center, which
participated in Friday's protest.

Gustafson  and  other pro-
testers said an increase in the
number of married couples
living in poverty calls inlo ques-
fion the administration's push
to include marriage promotion
funds In the reauthorization of
weliare.

Census Burean spokesman
Larry Neal said the Hme change
was nol politically motivated.
The results originally were
srheduled to be released this
past Tuesday, he sald, but the
release was moved (o Friday be-
cause  statisticlans asked for
maore time to process the num-
beers.

Staff writer Michele R. Marcucc
cantributed to this report.




