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VIVIAN HAIN snuggles with daughter Janina Scislowski, 3, in Oakland. Once homeless, Hain is now a tireless advocate
for the poor and a cause celebre of Bay Area activist groups. Bumper stickers highlight scme of her pet causes.

Woman reborn as voice for the poor

December 22, 2003 :
Section: Local & Regional News Michele R. Marcucci, STAFF WRITER

VIVIAN HAIN is rushing out the door of her crowded East Oakland apartment, her 9-year-old daughter,
Jasmine, in tow. The neighborhood can be dangerous, a target for dealers who come in from elsewhere
to sell drugs.

But it’s Disneyland compared with where she used to be, Hain says.

For 31/2 years, Hain, 37, and her family lived in a storefront an San Pablo Avenue, without a kitchen or
even a proper bathroom, she said. She was suffering from depression and scraping by on a $520 monthly
welfare check.

But now Hain, who currently has three daughters, ages 9, 3 and 1, is a cause celebre of Bay Area
advocacy groups which, she said, helped rescue her from that fate.

She has been reborn as a tireless advocate for the poor,

As Jasmine scours the apartment for a hairbrush, Hain shows off a book of digital images she has
created for classes at Vista College in Berkeley, where she will get an associate's degree this May. She
has been to Washington, D.C., three times this year -- once with Jasmine, when both spoke on National
Hunger Awareness Day.







