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BEA AHBECK — Staff

WEIfare recipient Mary Ann Petri spends more time with her son Jonathan, 5, in her Pleasantnn apartment since she was
hurt in an auto accident last year and could no longer attend graphic design classes at a local community college.

Low-paying jobs
just compound
theproblem |

By Jack Chang
STAFF WRITER

WO years after iis in-
ception, welfare re-
form still poses a
challenge for thou-
sands of Bay Area aid
recipients, government officials
and counselors frying to make the |
landmark changes work. |
Statewide reforms asked recip-
fents to overhaul their lives and
start working after what were, for
many people, years and some-
times generations on public as-

HOAH BERGER — Sraf
Oakland resident Gastina Ducote waves a green flag given to
her by an instructor after hearing a fellow welfare recipient
say something positive about herself in a county-run job
trainina class at the Self-Sufficiency Center in East Oakland.






