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MOP Scores Major Victory in
Immigrant Drivers’ License Battle

John Musick

W

his bill is on a fasttrack. The

Governor wants it, the Secre-

tary of State wanis it, and the
Republican Party that conirols both
houses of the legislature is not going
to stand in the way of legislation to
fight terrorism.”

That was the advice the Michigan Or-
ganizing Project received from its
friends when they began the battle
in December to defeat House Bill
5497, which would ban the issuance
of drivers licenses to undocumented
immigrants. No one thought there
was a chance to defeat the bill, and
even potential allies were reluctant fo
get involved in what they saw as a
losing effort.

But MOP could not abandon their
member churches and the thousands
of recent immigrants, many of them
undocumented, who saw this bill as
an attack on one of the very few rights
they had, one that is key to participa-
tion in most of the institutions of our
society. And so MOP began the battle
in late December, largely alone.

Very early in January, MOP members
in Muskegon and Grand Rapids be-
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gan meeling with their local legislators,
letting them know that we saw this bill
as an attack on the basic rights of sur-
vival for a very vulnerable and easily
exploited population. MOP leaders
never conceded any need for the State
of Michigan to clamp down on immi-
granis, legal or illegal, to fight terror
ism or uncontrolled border crossings.
The issues were always kepl separate,
in spite of the best efforts by legislators
and the Secretary of State, to link them.

At the first hearing in the House, sev-
eral legal service advocacy groups and
the Michigan Catholic Conference
gave testimony, along with MOP mem-
bers. But it was clear that the Republi-
can majority was moving the issue, and
they were in no mood for any compro-
mise. MOP and its allies suffered two
defeats in a row. First the House Trans-
portation Committee voted 9-8 to pass
the bill out of committee, and then the
full House voted 74-30 fo pass the bill.

At that point nearly everyane was will-
ing to concede defeat. Everyone, that
is, except immigrant MOP members.
They demanded that MOP keep up
the fight.






