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Coachmg student-parents _
on hurd]mg welfare system

Mnm L1ses hEl' _
experience to teach
others how to
navigate bureaucratic
By Venise Wagner
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There was a time when Diana
Spatz floundered through the state
welfare system.

Determined to go to sl:hml 80
that she could ultimately get a well-
paying job, she wrangled child care
for her then 2-year-old daughter
and started at City College, only to
have the county cut off her assis-
tance because they counted her fi-
nancial aid as income, . :
..“T called the case worker and
told her regulation number such
and such says you can’t do that,”
recalled Spatz.

want to hear about vour regulation

“She said, ‘T don't

number.’ Amdahe]:nmgup

The click on the phone might as
well have been the starting bell in a
boxing ring. From that moment on,
Spatz has fought one round after
another to guarantee the rights of
welfare mothers in school.

In her six-year educational jour-
ney through City College and Iater
UC-Berkeley, Spatz, 38, passed on

her knowledge of how to work the

system to other low-income stu-
dent parents in a semester-long
clazs. She has organized students
around welfare reform issues and
started a nonprofit organization
called LIFEtimE that supports
student parents on college cam-
puses around the state,

Her latest kmockout was going
back to her humble beginnings and
organizing student parents at City
College. It is work that has earned
her a Friend of the College Award,

‘which she will receive Friday as an
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With her urging and support,

the City C-ul!ege student group is
establishing the Dr. Betty Shabazz
Family Resource Center, which
primarily will guide low-income
students with children through the

- maze of welfare reform, child care

and financial aid.

The center, still under construe-
tion in the Student Union, will be
student run and operated. In addi-
tion to a counseling room, the cen-
ter has a brightly lit room where
children will be able to play while
their parents study undisturbed in
an adjacent area equipped with
computers.

“This is about creating a space
for parents who have been disen-
franchised, disrespected and dis-
mmmdtomkameﬂ:ﬂyhaven
vehicle, a voice for their own is-
sues,” saﬂSpatzmttmginherﬂld

lubhymgfurchmgesatthe state

She continues to jump from one
Bay Area campus to the next giv-






