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WHEN PUSH GOMES T0 SHOUE

Who Is Welfare Reform Really Helping?
I By MARC COOPER

t was quite a scene inside the Maryland state capitol’s ornate public works hearing room one April

morning, as a small knot of gray-suited, wooden-faced lobbyists, used to having the ample public au-

dience space to themselves, saw it suddenly invaded and filled to overflowing by about a hundred

school aides, janitors, orderlies, union organizers and activist clergy. While the lobbyists squirmed
self-consciously and distracted themselves by rummaging through their briefcases, a preacher got up
and led the demonstrators in a rousing chorus of “This Little Light of Mine.”

The noisy but disciplined group of protesters had been bused to Annapolis from Baltimore—
about an hour’s drive—by one of urban America’s most effective grass-roots political alliances,
Baltimoreans United In Leadership Development (BUILD). After weeks of no response from
Democratic Governor Parris Glendening, the BUILD activists had come to ambush him at
an appearance before a committee hearing. The group was riled over the way Maryland
was implementing the new federal welfare bill that Bill Clinton signed into law last
summer. They had been dogging the Governor to accept their proposal to modify
the welfare changes, and he had been assiduously evading those who had been
his electoral allies only a few months before.
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