- \Nelfare
» Butte County

MeLrssa Garcia — Asahomeless teenage
mother, | married a man | thought was my
answer to getting off welfare. My ex-husband
was a tremendous financial support, but
extremely violent My children and | barely
escaped with our lives, and | worried how |
would support us. At age 33, 've never earned
more than $7 an hour. But after enrclling in
school, against my caseworker's advice, I've been
able to succeed. With my BA in sodal sciences,
I'rn pursuing a Masters teaching credential to

become a teacher a

. demand occupation that
pays more than %15
an hour. Educaton,
not marriage, is the
key to escaping
poverty.

Since Congress passed “welfare reform™ in 1996, major changes were
made to welfare policy under Temporary Assistance to Needy Families
(TANF), including work requirements for low-income parents,and a
lifetime limit on welfare benefits of five years. Funding for childcare was
dramatically increased and at the same time, welfare caseloads declined
dramatically across the country and record numbers of single mothers

moved from welfare to worle,

But while policymakers declare welfare reform a success, the
experience of many poor families indicates that the work of reforming
welfare is still not done. Parents who left welfare for work don’t earn
enough to support their families. The welfare rolls have declined, but
millions of children remain poor. Tens of thousands of low-income
mothers have been forced out of education and training programs—
the most secure route to self-sufficiency for their families—and remain
stuck in low-wage, dead-end jobs. And in 2003, approximately 100,000
low-income families in California will reach their five-year lifetime limit
and lose welfare benefits that enable them to provide food and shelter

for their children.

This year, as Congress prepares to reauthorize welfare reform,
policymakers have the opportunity to create policies that will move
low-income families not just off welfare, but out of poverty, for good.
Ve hope this Summary of the State of Welfare in Butte County will be
an important resource to policymakers, the media, and our community

as we prepare for this challenge in 2002






