
The following information refers to some preventative measures for protecting your family and yourself.  

Every child in California must ride in a child safety seat when riding in an automobile.  Any child who weighs 60 lbs or less and is under 5 years old is required to sit in a safety seat.

Child Safety Seats

The following information is additional tips when using a child safety seat:

· The back seat is generally the safest place in the car for all children 12 years of age or younger.

· Babies up to 20 pounds and about age one should ride in a safety seat secured to the back seat facing the rear of the car.  

· Babies should not be placed forward or backward in the front passenger seat if the vehicle has a passenger-side air bag.

· Children 60 lbs. or 5 years old should ride in the back seat buckled into an approved child safety seat.

· Make sure the vehicle’s seat belt is put through the correct slot in the safety seat.  Incorrectly fastened safety seats defeats their purpose and can result in injury.

Riding safely with air bags

Most people can take steps to eliminate or reduce risk without turning off air bags.  The main source of risk is being too close to the air bag.  An air bag needs space to inflate – about 10 inches.  Drivers should ride at least 10 inches (measured from the center of the steering wheel to your breastbone) from the air bag cover if you can do this while maintaining full control of the vehicle.  If you cannot safely sit 10 inches away from the airbag, contact your vehicle dealer or manufacturer for advice about additional ways of moving back from your air bag.

Passengers should also sit at least 10 inches away from the air bag.  Everyone in the vehicle must wear a safety belt and remove any excess slack in the belt.

Being Aware of Your Surroundings

You should be aware of your surroundings when parking in dark or well-lighted areas.  It is a good idea to have your keys in hand when walking towards your car for safety reasons.  First, you will be able to open your car quickly.  Secondly, you will be able to use your keys to defend yourself in case of an emergency.  You should be aware of problems with your car such as a flat tire before you approach your car.  You should look around it, under it, and in front of it while walking towards your car.  You should not let a cell phone or pager distract you because you could fall victim to a potential predator who is waiting in hiding.
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